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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In today’s session we will focus most of our time on hygienic equipment design
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3-A SSI Overview

Tim Rugh, Executive Director
3-A Sanitary Standards, Inc. 



Overview of 3-A SSI

 3-A SSI Overview
 The 3-A SSI Consensus 

Process
 3-A Symbol and Third 

Party Verification (TPV) 
Inspection requirements 
covered in further 
sections



Intro to 3-A SSI

 Not-for-profit 501 (c) (3) corporation
 Represents three stakeholder groups with a long  

history of collaboration
 Regulatory Sanitarians
 Processors (Users)
 Fabricators



Brief History of 3-A SSI
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Before
FPSA Standards 

Writing

IAFP Publishing

3-A Symbol 
Council 

• Standards Writing & Publishing
• 3-A Symbol Program 

Management
• Third Party Verification
• Training-Education-

Harmonization

2002 3-A Sanitary Standards, Inc.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Before the new 3-A SSI was created, separate entities were responsible for the core functions of 3-A.  3-A SSI today is responsible for conducting all these activities and much more under one roof.  The new leadership recognized that all of these functions and more could be done more efficiently and professionally in a single, dedicated organization.  One of the driving forces for the new organization was the need for improved oversight and integrity for the 3-A Symbol program.  You may hear references today to the Third Party Verification or TPV program which is a key requirement for licensing the 3-A Symbol or other certificates.  We invite you to visit our web site for more details about these programs.  Looking across the landscape of other standards developers, 3-A SSI maintains both a unique position and a responsibility to expand knowledge about hygienic equipment design and broaden recognition of the benefits of 3-A criteria.  Thank you for taking advantage of this education opportunity today.



3-A Sanitary Standards, Inc.

Member
Organizations

1 USDA + 1 FDA
representative

Chair of the 3-A 
Steering

Committee

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Today 3-A SSI has three member associations that represent the same stakeholder groups of year’s past – fabricators, processors and regulatory sanitarians.  The Food Processing Suppliers Association is the trade association for suppliers to the food processing and packaging industry with more than 400 members serving a broad spectrum of industries including bakery, beverage, dairy, meat, pet food and prepared foods.  The International Dairy Foods Association represents the nation’s dairy manufacturing and marketing industry with a diverse membership ranging from multinational organizations to single-plant companies, from dairy companies and cooperatives to food retailers and suppliers. IAFP is a member-based association of more than 4,500 food safety professionals committed to Advancing Food Safety Worldwide® by providing food safety professionals with a forum to exchange information on protecting the food supply.

The 3-A SSI Board of Directors is composed of voting representatives of these associations, plus representatives of USDA and FDA and the Chair of the 3-A Steering Committee.  This is the committee responsible for overseeing all standards activities.

All of the corporate activities are now carried out by a single organization with its own governance structure and a dedicated professional staff. The support for 3-A SSI operations comes mainly from the licensing program, sales of documents, meetings and dues. 
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Driving Forces for 3-A SSI

Modernize consensus process
 Restore integrity of 3-A Symbol
 Develop authoritative knowledge 

resources and training
 Expand recognition and demand for 

hygienic equipment and 3-A criteria



About the 3-A Symbol

Registered mark owned and licensed for use by     
3-A SSI

For use only on conforming, authorized 
equipment

Requires evaluation of equipment by 
independent, credentialed authority – Certified 
Conformance Evaluator

List of authorized users available at www.3-a.org
Best way to verify authorized equipment

http://www.3-a.org/


The Consensus Process

3-A SSI is an ANSI-accredited Standards 
Developer Organization (SDO)

 3-A Sanitary Standards
 3-A Accepted Practices



The Consensus Process
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